CHAPTER XXIV

THE  FLYING  SQUADRON  SAILS  FOR  CUBAN  WATERS

1898

FROM this time onward, day by day, it became evident, from
the diplomatic phases of the controversy between America and
Spain, that no peaceful ground could be found upon which the
two nations could stand. In the meanwhile excitement over the
questions at issue grew to immeasurable proportions in both
countries; but while there were many Americans who favored
any honorable compromise to maintain peace, there were none
to be found who were willing to admit that our Government
ought to recede from its insistence that the war being carried
on by Spain against the Cubans should be humane, and not
made upon defenseless women and children, as the order con-
centrating them in stockades to starve virtually did.

To allay public feeling somewhat, the Maine undertook a
friendly visit to Havana, where her appearance caused some
suspicion on the one hand and a feeling of satisfaction on the
other. During her stay there the Spanish officials were officially
polite in extending the usual official courtesies to her commander.
The Cubans, in their innermost souls, were gratified at the visit
of this vessel of war of a power known to be friendly to their
cause. There were few people in the United States willing to
believe that this visit would end as it unhappily did, and fewer
still who could conceive that there could exist, anywhere in
Christendom, any one capable of intimating, suggesting, or exe-
cuting a tragedy of such a monstrous nature as shocked the whole
world on the 15th of February, 1898, when the news was flashed
out from Havana that the Maine had been blown up by a
torpedo!

The Viscaya was at that moment on her way to New York,
sent by the Spanish Government to return the visit of the Maine.
Before the unfortunate tragedy of the Mainey or the Viscaya's
256 of the chairman as he withdrew was that
